
MEET  THE  TEACHER 2021 
WELCOME TO YEAR 2



Things to talk about: 

 1. The class team

 2. Drop off and pick up

 3. Classroom routines.

 4. Communication.

 5. Overview and timetable

 6. Objectives

 7. SATs

 8. Reading

 9. Dictation and homework. 



The  Year 2  Team

Miss Calow     Mrs Brooks     Miss Green       Miss Ward



Drop off and pick up.

 Drop off is at the school gate any time between 8.40am and 

8.50am. There will be an adult on the gate to direct children round 

to the back of school and into the double doors. The children will 

need to hang their belongings in the cloakroom and then wash 

their hands.  This morning time will be used to reinforce key 

learning and known facts so please try to be punctual to these 

times. 

 Pick up is from the back playground. We will be waiting in the 

cloakroom until I can see the adult who is collecting. The gates will 

be open from 3.05pm for a 3.10pm pickup. 

 If there is a change in usual picking up please let me know on class 

dojo or ring into the office.



What to bring to school.

Year 2 children ideally need to use a book bag to bring their belongings 

to school. 

We do not have the biggest cloak room so the children most likely will 

only have one peg to put all their belongings on. If children are bringing big 

rucksacks into school please reinforce with them the need for their 

belongings to be hung on their pegs not left all over the floor. 

Currently the only things children need to be bringing into school daily are 

coats, water bottles and packed lunch if they have one. PE kits should be 

left in school and taken home half termly. 

Reading books need bringing to school every Monday so they can be 

changed – if your child is getting through the 2 school book fairly quickly 

within a week, please read home books with them as well. 



Classroom routines to keep us safe. 

 Washing hands upon entering school and before lunch. Hand sanitiser to be 
used before and after break and after lunch and PE. 

 Each child has their own set of labelled equipment to use. 

 Staggered break times and lunchtimes.

 Minimal moving around when in the classroom. 

HOW TO HELP:

 Name every item you child is bringing into school – we can no longer have a 
lost property area. 

 Send in a water bottle everyday.

 They will only have 25 minutes to eat their lunch so please consider what you 
put in their lunchbox and discuss with your child what they need to eat 1st, 2nd

etc. Be prepared for some food to come home if it is not finished, although we 
will be encouraging them to eat rather than chat. 



Communication

 I will use Class Dojo to send out messages to the whole class and 

individual parents. 

 If a message is sent to me, I will try and respond on the same day 

however throughout the school hours I am working with the 

children so it will most likely be after school. Unless it is something 

urgent, I will try not reply after 6pm in the evening. 

 Please only use Class Dojo for messages about things relating to 

the class.  Any other inquiries about lunches, clubs or general 

school things need to go through the school office email. 

 office@houghton.leics.sch.uk 



Curriculum overview - English



Curriculum overview - Maths



Curriculum overview - Maths



Curriculum overview - Maths



Timetable



Key areas of learning. 

 English reading

 English writing

 Maths

Focusing first on consolidating year 1 
objectives and then year 2 objectives. 



Phonics test



Reading objectives for year 2. 



Reading objectives for year 2. 



Reading objectives for year 2. 



Reading at Houghton

The children have to be able to read about 

90 words a minute by the end of the year 

on a white level book at minimum. 

The more opportunity your child has to 

read the more fluent they will be.  

We want children to read for pleasure and 

enjoy reading. One way to do this is to 

read longer books with them sharing the 

reading with them and discussing the 

characters and settings.



Reading at Houghton

To reflect this, the SATs 

reading papers are designed 

to show which children can 

focus on reading a text for a 

prolonged period. 

Paper1: 30 minutes

Paper 2: 40 minutes

The reason for a big 

emphasis on reading: 



Writing objectives for year 2. 



Writing objectives for year 2. 



Writing objectives for year 2. 



Example of expected writing. 



Expectation of spelling:

Common exception words. 



Expectation of spelling:

Phoneme to grapheme correspondents . 



Dictation and spelling

Children will get given a set of spellings every week that will 

link to the phonics or spelling we have looked at that week.

Spelling is really important so any support with this at home 

will be helpful to consolidate learning. 

The children are expected to practice their spellings and be 

ready to write it down independently at school. 



Using cursive handwriting.

The children will be expected to join up in year 2 and 

that includes in their dictation and homework. This is because by year 6 

they have to used joined up writing so we start the expectation now to 

build stamina in writing in this way. 

They will learn 
cursive handwriting.



Maths objectives for year 2. 



Maths objectives for year 2. 



Maths objectives for year 2. 



Maths facts year 2 children need to know 

fluently: 

Number bonds within 10 (Year 1 objective)

Fluent recall of all addition and subtraction facts with in 10

Number bonds to 20 including how to bridge 10

Odd and even numbers

2, 5 and 10 times tables 

2d and 3d shape names and properties

1/2 is 2 equal parts, 1/3 is 3 equal parts, 1/4 is 4 equal parts

Tell the time to O'clock, quarter past, half past and quarter to

Seconds in a minute, minutes in an hour and hours in a day

Days of the week in order and how many there are.

Months of the year in order and how many there are.



SATs – Secret Agent TaskS

At Houghton we do not mention the word SATS to the year 2s. 

We call them secret agent tasks and this is what we call any other 

assessments we do throughout the year so when we tackle the real 

ones the children don’t see them as anything different from the 

others test tasks they have done. 

SATS can be completed any time during May so please avoid taking 

your child out of school during this month dates. 



Homework

 Homework is linked to either Maths or English or both. 

 Set on Thursdays or Fridays and due in on Monday or 

Tuesday the following week.  Work needs submitting on 

to class dojo.

 Homework given in later will not be marked until 

the following week. 



PE kits

Please leave PE kits in school at all times as we sometimes have 

extra sessions. We will send it home to wash every half term or if it 

gets very sweaty/dirty/ muddy.

Need to include: 

 Houghton PE t-shirt (white or blue)

 Black or blue shorts and jogging bottoms/leggings

 Black or blue jumper or hoodie

 Well fitting trainers for outside and plimsolls for inside.   



Outdoor Learning

You do not need to send in outdoor learning clothes. We 

regularly work outdoors but this will not require different clothing 

and footwear. If I am planning a messy activity, I will a message on 

Class Dojo and request you send in different clothes. 

Forest School for Year 2 runs for 5 weeks from 10th September 

and you have received additional information about this already. 



Other things

Bringing toys to school

No toys from home should be brought into school at this time.

Coats

Please make sure your child comes to school in a suitable coat for the season we 

are in. This needs to be clearly named please. Unless it is raining heavily, children 

will be outside at break and lunch times so will need a coat to wear to keep them 

warm. The weather in this country is ever changeable so although it might be a 

sunny day when you drop your child at school, by 10.30 it could be quite cold and 

your child will still have to go outside. 



Questions

 Do you have any questions? 


