
Handwriting



Handwriting

At Houghton on the Hill, we place a huge emphasis on teaching 
children writing skills. Clear, legible handwriting forms a large part of 
this.

• Handwriting, and letter formation, is taught throughout the school, 
through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme.

• Children will be taught letter formation alongside their Phonics and 
Spelling lessons, as well as during explicit Letter Formation and 
Handwriting sessions.

• When practising handwriting, children are encouraged to use the 
Little Wandle formation phrases and guides.



Pencil Grip
• Holding a pencil correctly requires strong finger and hand muscles. 
• A correct pencil grip will help children to move the fingers, 

controlling the pencil with efficient finger movements. A great way 
for children to exercise pencil grip is through art and mark making, 
where they will learn to draw and follow patterns.



Pencil grip progression
This is the progression of grip development although there are big 
differences as to what age children acquire the skills. A few children 
will jump stages while others go through a phase of using a 
combination of grasps.



Pencil grip aids

Pencil grips may be helpful in teaching children to modify their 
grasp. These pencil grips are often used in school to support 
children to learn the correct pencil grip.



Strength

Writing is a fine finger operation and children must have core body 
and arm strength to be able to control their fingers precisely.

We work on strengthening the core and arms of children as well as 
working on finger mobility. 



Preparing to write



Little Wandle: letter formation families
Letter Formation

There are four letter formation 

families:

• Curly letters: a c o d g q e s f

• Bouncy letters: b m n p h r

• Long letters: l i t u j y

• Zigzag letters:  v w x z k
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